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JULY 09 ORLANDO GIFT SHOW GIVES CENTRAL FLORIDA, PANHANDLE RETAILERS CHANCE TO SAVE ON TRAVEL WHILE EXPLORING TREMENDOUS SELECTION

ATLANTA, GA (April 21, 2009) - Returning July 25-28, 2009 to the Orange County Convention Center's West Concourse (Hall D2), the semi-annual Orlando Gift Show offers Florida retailers the opportunity to stay close to home and save while they shop hundreds of booths filled with the latest introductions from top manufacturers and major Southeastern sales representatives in every product category.  The Orlando Gift Show also runs concurrently with the Orlando Cash & Carry Show, providing one comprehensive product resource with tremendous cross market buying opportunities.

"The Orlando Gift Show is built on one central idea - stay close to home and save," says Donna Guess, Vice President, Urban Expositions. "Northern, Central and Florida Panhandle retailers know they don't have to worry about the added expense of traveling far from home in order to re-stock their shelves. Held at Orlando's Orange County Convention Center, the Orlando Gift Show provides them with a one-stop, all-category shopping event featuring hundreds of exhibiting companies and fantastic buyer incentives and free educational programs."

Managed by Urban Expositions and George Little Management LLC, a dmg world media business, Orlando Gift Show highlights include:

SUPER SUNDAY SPECIALS - A number of exhibitors will be offering specials on Sunday, July 26 only. Retailers should make a point to shop the show on this day to take advantage of discounts, dating and other exclusive offerings valid on orders placed on this day only.

FREE FREIGHT MONDAY - Many exhibitors will be offering free freight on orders placed on Monday, July 27.

EXTENSIVE PRODUCT SELECTION

The Orlando Gift Show presents hundreds of exhibiting companies, including leading Southeastern sales representatives and top manufacturers, showcasing items in virtually every product category, including general giftware, home and garden accents, gourmet gifts, party and paper goods, tabletop, holiday/seasonal, collectibles, souvenir/resort merchandise, stationery, bed, bath and linen and more.
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ORLANDO CASH & CARRY SHOW

As a "show within a show," the Orlando Cash & Carry Show rounds out the tremendous selection of the Orlando Gift Show buy featuring items available for immediate delivery to the trade only, including jewelry, fashion accessories, gifts, apparel, furniture and more.

BUSINESS BUILDING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Registered buyers are invited to attend free educational seminars offering a wealth of ideas and tips. Programs include:

SATURDAY, JULY 25:

DOZENS & DOZENS OF PROFIT PRODUCING IDEAS

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Speaker: Marilyn Nason, contributing editor, Giftware News

Explore promotions and ideas that have worked for other retailers and how they can be adapted for each store's goals.

WHAT IS SOCIAL MEDIA & HOW CAN YOU USE IT TO INCREASE BUSINESS?

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Speaker: Brian Linton, founder, Sand Shack, LLC

Social Media! This term is in the news, on the web, and just about everywhere you turn nowadays. But what exactly is social media, and what’s the big deal about it? Blogs, Facebook, and Twitter are just a few of the social media tools that have revolutionized the way the world communicates.  In this seminar we will explore what social media is and how your business, no matter its size or industry, can use these low cost, virtually free, tools to increase your Internet presence and improve interactions with customers – and most importantly, look at how implementing a social media campaign can increase your sales both on and offline. 

"Test Drive" The CHA Summer Show For Free 
As an added bonus for attendees, the Orlando Gift Show buyer badge will give them free admission to the opening day of the Craft & Hobby Association Summer Convention & Trade Show on Tuesday, July 28, 2009 at the Orange County Convention Center.  So attending gift show retailers can "test drive" the show to explore the many benefits of CHA membership and the tremendous profit potential this category can offer to their stores.

SHOW HOURS:

Saturday, July 25:   
9:30 am - 5:30 pm

Sunday, July 26: 
9:30 am - 5:30 pm

Monday, July 27: 
9:30 am - 5:30 pm

Tuesday, July 28:    
9:30 am - 3:00 pm

DISCOUNTED HOTEL RATES

Retailers can take advantage of discounted hotel rates by contacting Connections at 800.262.9974 or www.giftshowhotels.com

ATTENDEE INFORMATION

For show information or to pre-register, attendees can visit www.orlandogiftshow.com or call 678.285.3976 or toll free 1.800.318.2238

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION

For exhibitor information on the Orlando Gift Show, contact Christina Bell, show manager, Urban Expositions, 1690 Roberts Blvd. NW, Suite 111, Kennesaw, GA 30144. Phone: 678.370.0335 or 1.800.318.2238 ext. 335; Fax: 678.285.7469; Email: cbell@urban-expo.com
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